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WEEK CONTENT SYLLABUS OUTCOMES 
1  

• Overview of syllabus requirements for 
Module B: Critical Study of Texts.  

 
• Overview of the poet’s context, including a 

discussion of modernity, post-war 
disillusionment, the failure of religion, and 
the disintegration of culture and 
psychological identity. 

 
• Introduction to “The Love Song of J. Alfred 

Prufrock” and its predominant themes and 
ideas. 

 
 

 
• Understanding requirements 

of Module B. 
 

• Exposure to the poet’s style 
and main thematic 
preoccupations.  

 
• Contextualising the poet’s 

stylistic and thematic concerns 
within the 
events/movements/paradigms 
of the early twentieth century 
Anglo-American world. 
 
 

2  
• Closer reading of “The Love Song of J. 

Alfred Prufrock”  
 

• Analysis of techniques with further 
exploration of overarching themes and 
preoccupations both within and beyond the 
syllabus, such as modernity and alienation, 
self-doubt, and the cubist formal techniques 
used to express these themes.  

 
• Engagement with one critical reading of the 

poem.  
 

 
• Appreciating existing 

scholarly interpretations of 
Eliot. 
 

• Examining ways in which 
Eliot’s poem can be considered 
to possess “enduring value”, or 
“textual integrity”.   
 

• Identifying and discussing key 
language features, form, 
construction, and ideas. 
 

3  
• Poem: “Rhapsody on a Windy Night” 

 
• Discussion of predominant themes and ideas 

such as time, consciousness, memory, and 
the disintegration of psychological identity. 

 
• Reading and discussion of critical 

interpretation.  
 

 
• Learning to form a critical 

interpretation based on a close 
reading of the poem. 
 

• Evaluating the connection 
between poems and beginning 
to form an idea of the 
overarching preoccupations of 
the poet’s body of work. 
 

4  
• Poem: “Preludes”  

 
• Contextualising the poem within the era’s 

disillusion with modernity as well as the 
alienation of the individual due to religion’s 
failure to provide meaning.  

 

 
• Engaging with the poet’s 

work on a deeper level by 
placing it in the early 
twentieth century context.   
 

• Evaluating language, content, 
and construction within wider 
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• Analysis of the poem for its Modernist 
stylistic conventions and thematic 
preoccupations.  

 
§ Reading and discussion of a critical 

interpretation.   

historical and literary 
movements. 

 
• Forming critical 

interpretations by 
synthesising the student’s own 
ideas with the perspectives of 
others.  

 
 

5  
• Poem: “The Hollow Men”  

 
• Exploring philosophical preoccupations 

within the context of early twentieth 
century history.  

 
• Further study of Modernist stylistic 

techniques, as well as the themes of cultural 
and psychological fracture they are used in 
the poem to express. 

 
• Contextualising and analysing the poem’s 

philosophical preoccupations and stylistic 
features.  

 
 

 
• Broadening perspectives on 

the poem by exploring its 
philosophical aspect and 
considering the poet as a 
philosopher. 
 

• How the construction of the 
poem, i.e. Modernist stylistic 
features in the poem, shapes 
its principal themes and ideas. 

 
• Forming critical 

interpretations by 
synthesising the student’s own 
ideas with the perspectives of 
others. 

 
 

6  
• Poem: “Journey of the Magi” 

 
• Discussion of the poem’s religious allusions 

and themes alongside contextual 
perspectives on Anglo-Catholicism. 

 
• Exploration of the poem’s use of dramatic 

monologue, with comparison to Eliot’s use 
of the same form in “Prufrock”.  

 
• Reading and discussion of critical 

interpretations of the poem. 
 

 

 
• Discussing the textual 

integrity of the poem and of 
Eliot’s corpus as a whole.  
 

• Analysing the development of 
the poet’s stylistic conventions 
and thematic paradigms 
through a comparison of 
prescribed poems. 
 

• Forming a personal 
interpretation of the poem, 
and of the set of prescribed 
poems as a whole. 
 

7  
• Refining a personal critical interpretation of 

the poems in alignment with Module B 
rubric requirements. 

• Revision of key poems: to be decided 
according to student’s learning needs.  

 
• Developing a persuasive 

personal critical interpretation 
of Eliot’s body of work 
according to rubric 
requirements.  
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8  

• Essay and Exam Workshop: Evaluating an 
exemplar response to a past HSC paper and 
discussion of key techniques for performing 
at Band 6 level.  

 
• Learning to synthesise ideas 

and textual evidence within a 
framework constructed in 
accordance to a specific essay 
question.  
 

• Writing an essay in 
accordance with Board of 
Studies examination 
standards.   
 

9  
• Discussion and revision of student’s essay 

and preparation for end-of-term 
examination.  

 
• Creating and sustaining a 

thesis throughout the essay.  
 

• Using vocabulary and syntax 
appropriate for audience.   
 

• Skilful incorporation of 
textual evidence and 
persuasive discussion of its 
effects.   
 

10  
• Final revision of student’s essay and 

preparation for end-of-term examination. 

 
• Refining student’s 

appreciation of rubric 
requirements, key concepts, 
and written expression skills.   
 

• Ensuring that the student has 
the necessary tools to perform 
at Band 6 level– in particular, 
by having a cogent essay with 
a persuasive thesis and strong 
discussion of textual evidence.  

 
 

 


